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“For The Best Federal Criminal Defense ... 
Follow ‘The Road Not Taken,’ Robert Frost” 
- NiaLena Caravasos, Esq.

NiaLena Caravasos, Esq. is a passionate and relentless advocate who 
doesn’t take no for an answer and who has substantial experience in 
extremely complicated high-profile federal criminal cases involving 
extensive electronic surveillance and wiretaps as well as extensive 
documentary evidence. A strong believer in Robert Frost’s “The Road 
Not Taken,” many of her courtroom successes have come in matters 
that others considered hopeless.

She was the youngest and only female attorney to defend a reputed 
organized crime figure in the nearly five-month federal RICO prosecu-
tion of United States v. Joseph Merlino and, following the jury’s acquittal 
of her client of attempted murder and racketeering charges, NiaLena’s 
closing argument was subsequently selected among nationwide 
submissions and spotlighted by the Center for Criminal Justice Advocacy 
in Houston. She has since become lead counsel in serious multi-de-
fendant criminal cases and was recently the youngest and only female 
member of the defense trial team representing Senator Vincent Fumo, 
long regarded as the most powerful politician in Pennsylvania, in his 
five-month high-profile trial in federal court, where she was the co-
author of an emergency motion that made headline news in The New 
York Times and ABC News.

Recognized repeatedly by her peers as a “Pennsylvania Super Lawyer” 

in the field of Criminal Defense and also as a “Preeminent Lawyer in America” 
by Martindale-Hubbell, NiaLena has also consistently received the highest 
professional rating for legal ability and ethical standards (AV) by Martindale-
Hubbell as well as a Superb rating (10.0 out of 10) by Avvo. Referred to as “a 
woman at the top of her game” by Washington, D.C. “Super Lawyer”, Mark 
Schamel, Esq., NiaLena has also been described by the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
Philadelphia Daily News as a “deliberate,” “sincere,” “extremely thorough,” and 
“tireless advocate” with “courtroom poise” and by award-winning journal-
ist and author George Anastasia in The Last Gangster as “no-nonsense.”  One 
client review posted on Avvo by a former CEO of his own company describes 
NiaLena as having “tamed the beast of a system that could have ended my life 
in prison… Every decision she made was dead on, skillfully crafting my case 
to a very positive outcome ... more than I ever hoped for.”

NiaLena received her Juris Doctor from Boston University School of Law, 
along with several commencement awards.  She is also a cum laude gradu-
ate with a B.S. in Economics from The Wharton School, where she has often 
returned in recent years as a guest speaker in “Leadership in the Business 
World” programs of the Management Department.  Reviews by students 
have described NiaLena as having “an extremely interesting insight into 
law and business” and also that “the ethics of white collar criminal defense 
are intriguing and she communicates this in such an effective way.”
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